
1 
 

 

 

 

Friendship Force Denver Journey 2017 
Ambassador Coordinators: Lynn & Carl Dawson 

 

Western Michigan 

May 10 – 15, 2017 

 

Dayton, Ohio 

May 15- 21, 2017 
 

 

Peace Pole in Dayton, Ohio 



2 
 

Thursday, May 11  Grand Rapids     by Marion Trummer 

  

After a great lunch at the Frederik Meijer Gardens and Sculpture Park, we 

were free to roam the grounds of the 132 acres of indoor and outdoor 

gardens. The park, gardens and wetlands host a variety of plants, trees and 

other vegetation.  It was interesting to me that they could create several 

different ecosystems from around the world.  Many of these outside in 

protected areas.  I started with a tram tour that highlighted the 200 pieces 

of sculpture.  There were 

many beautiful pieces and 

some that required some 

thought to understand 

them.            

The Japanese Garden was amazing.  (Note to 

self… they are so peaceful, I should try to make 

one in my yard).  All of the structures were 

designed and built by artisans in Japan and 

assembled on site.  They were created in a traditional method, with minimal use of nails or 

other fasteners.  The Japanese Garden is actually a series of different types of gardens.  They 

include waterfalls and sculptures as well as traditional Japanese structures.   

After leaving the Gardens, my hostess, picked up two other members of the Michigan club and 

we headed to Glen Haven.  This is a lake side tourist town.  So we played tourist, walking on the 

pier and along the Lake Michigan Shore.  Peg, one of the Friendship Force friends, took us to 

visit her son’s butcher shop.  Her husband owned the shop and all the kids grew up there.  Now 

there are several shops run by some of the sons.  We watched them make sausage and some 

sauces.  He just happened to own a restaurant next door, so we got to try out some delicious 

meats and sauces. 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we visited the Gerald R Ford 

Presidential museum.  He was the only 

president not elected to office by the people.  

This museum depicts the highlights from 

President Ford’s life, including his induction as 

an eagle scout, as an all- star high school 

football player, his law studies and his naval 

career.   
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Friday, May 12  Kalamazoo           by El & Bill Fiero 
 

Today we visited the pedestrian mall, the 

first one built in the U.S.  Mayor 

Hopewell welcomed us when we visited 

the city hall.  Kalamazoo has a 

population of 75,000 and is snow-free in 

the winter due to their burying heated 

pipes under the streets and 

sidewalks.  We learned about the 

“Kalamazoo Promise” - 7 men began a 

foundation which allows all students in 

Kalamazoo to attend public college for 

free anywhere in the country or to a 

private college in Kalamazoo! 

 
 
After a very interesting tour of the Ladies Library, built in 1878 and now on the National 

Register of Historical Places, they served us a very delicious lunch.   Ruth Webster raised the 

money to build the library and it became a center for 

the women’s suffragette movement in Kalamazoo.  

Kalamazoo began as an Indian reservation and now is 

the county seat.  Kalamazoo has a very attractive 

downtown with condos built above the handsome brick 

buildings. 
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Saturday, March 13        Tulip Time Festival      by  El & Bill Fiero 
 
Today we visited Holland to enjoy the tulip 

festival!  Holland is a beautiful town with a strong 

commitment to education and a stewardship to 

charity.  Their sidewalks are underlaid with miles of pipe 

that in the winter is warmed by the leftover heat from 

the power plant.  Entrepreneurship is very strong and as a 

result the unemployment rate is very low at 2.8%.  Our 

morning began with a very interesting trolley ride 

through the city with the wooden clogged tour guide 

pointing out different buildings while regaling us with fun 

stories of the area.  There was dancing in the street with 

girls and boys performing in their wooden clogs.  We 

were told that it takes 2 1/2 hours to make a pair of clogs 

by hand.  After lunch we all found seats to watch the 

colorful and musical parade which lasted an hour and a half.  

A good day was had by all – 
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Sunday, May 14                   Saugatuck                                             by Kim Means 

     

 

 

 

Originally started in Saugatuck in 1954 by a soldier on leave, the first dune buggy rides were 1946 Fords with 

the tops cut off and outfitted with super-wide tires.  Today’s dune buggy, called a “schooner,” seats 18 adults.  

Singapore was a town founded in the 

1930s at the mouth of the Kalamazoo 

River.  With lumber mills, hotels, and 

general stores, it outshone its neighbor 

town to the south, Saugatuck, then known 

as “The Flats.”  When the supply of timber 

was exhausted, the mills closed and people 

left, many settling in Saugatuck.  With so 

few trees to block the wind, the shifting 

sands buried Singapore.  Our driver 

stopped to show us the ghost town of 

Singapore, and pointed out trees growing 

more than 100 feet up from the bottom of 

the sand dunes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

and tourist destination, where we looked at local art 

and stopped for cookies and coffee at The Butler 

Pantry, a store with kitchen gadgets and cookware. 

 

After our dune buggy ride, we strolled  

around Saugatuck, now a noted art colony 
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owned winery in Fennville, MI.  The “lake effect,” the moderating 

effect that Lake Michigan has on the climate of West Michigan, makes growing cold tender grape 

varieties possible and, after a lovely buffet luncheon, we sampled many of them, including their award-

winning Michigan Awesome White Blend and their 42 Ice Wine.  Everybody also enjoyed our skit where 

we spelled Colorado. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had our farewell lunch and wine tasting at Fenn Valley Vineyards, a family- 

On our way home, we stopped at Crane’s Pie Pantry 

Restaurant and Winery to check out the many antiques 

and to have a fast look at the orchards (in the Crane 

family since 1916).  The restaurant is housed in a 150-year-old barn which has been home to the 

restaurant, bakery, and cidery since 1972.  A winery was added in 2014.  We are determined to 

return another time for a “Pie Flight,” 1/3 slice of four flavors of pie          
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Monday, May 15        Kalamazoo to Dayton     by Grace O’ Connor 

We started off the trip going over 
the river and through the woods 
to Yoders Country Market, an 
Amish supermarket.   

Then we went to lunch at an 
Amish farm.  We were told that 
taking pictures of the people was 
not permitted which was a little 
disappointing, as the husband 
and wife were nice looking and 
they had 4 cute children.  The 
husband works at a construction 

company about an hour away.  He pays $40 a week to the car service to go to and from 
his job. He was able to leave work early so we all had the opportunity to go for a buggy 
ride.  The horse walked very quickly going back home, only to be 
greeted by a new trio of passengers.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the road again, our two vans headed for 

Dayton, where we were greeted by our hosts with 

a pot luck dinner. It almost seemed impossible to 

have another meal, but we all chowed down with 

gusto. 

 

The lunch was served family 
style.  There was meat loaf, chicken, 
potatoes, vegetables and pie for 
dessert.  The children kept running 
back and forth, replenishing the bowls 
of food.  It was a delicious and filling 
meal. 
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Tuesday, May 16                Carillon Park                                       by Arlene Casabona 

 

 

Carillon Park has 65 acres & an open -air history museum which houses the original 1905 
Wright Flyer 111. The crowning feature of the park is Deeds Carillon, 151 ft. tall limestone 
tower with 57 bells erected in 1942.The park consists of 30 historic structures & a extensive 
collections of NCR cash registers that the Wright brothers also invented. 
 

We then went to Hawthorn Hill, 
the home of the Wright Bros. 
Wilbur & Orville lived there with 
their sister Katherine & father 
Milton. 
They invented their airplane in 
1903 & by !909 they were very 
wealthy & that's when they built 
the house. The house had all the 
modern amenities. It even had a 
central vacuum & a needle 
circular shower in the bathroom. 
Wilbur died before completion 
of the house in 1914, Orville 
lived there until his death in 
1948. 
 

 
This was an amazing day, we had a free evening & took our host for dinner. 
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  Wednesday, May 17          Cincinnati Day   by Paggy & John Morrison 

 
This was “Cincinnati Day”.  Cincinnati, known as the Town of 7 Hills, (one of 18 United States 
cities claiming to be built on seven hills) is located on the Ohio River 50 miles south of Dayton.  
The State of Kentucky is just across the River south of Cincinnati.   

 
The Denver contingent and their hosts 
met at the Harriet Beecher Stowe House 
in Cincinnati at 10:00 AM.  Harriet 
Beecher Stowe was born in Connecticut 
in 1811, and died in 1896.  In 1832 her 
father, Lyman, moved to Cincinnati to 
lead the Lane Theological Seminary 
located there.  The house we visited was 
built in 1832 as part of the Seminary.  
While there she met and married Calvin 
Stowe, a Theology Professor at the 
Seminary.  Six of the seven Stowe 
children were born in Cincinnati.  In 1850 

the Stowes moved to Maine, where the actual book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, was written.  In 1853 
the family moved to Massachusetts where they lived until 1864, then returned to Connecticut 
where she spent the remainder of her life.    
 
Our Guide, Barbara a wonderful, knowledgeable lady, led us through the house while discussing 
Harriet’s education, life, family and writings.   While Uncle Tom’s Cabin is the best known of 
Harriet Beecher Stowe’s work, she was a prolific author.  Her writing career spanned 51 years.  
She wrote 30 books and numerous poems, articles and hymns.  Much of her work was aimed at 
promoting equality and improving society.   
 
After this visit, our group moved downtown to the Yard 
House Bar and Grill for lunch.  The Yard House is 
located between the Bengals Paul Brown football 
stadium, and the Reds Great American baseball park, 
both of which were clearly visible from the dining area.  
The menu was broad and all had a good lunch.   
 
After lunch we migrated to The National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center for a self-guided tour of the 
many displays on the property.   The Center has 
multiple displays and several movies documenting 
slavery over the centuries, as well as reminding us that slavery in many forms and guises 
continue to exist today – even in the United States. 
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One display detailed the history of slavery in America during three centuries before the Civil 
War.  During this period there were 4 million slaves brought into America.   
 
Another display was an actual ‘slave pen’ built in the early 1800s in Kentucky that now resides 
in a museum display building.  The slave pen still had original rings attached to the walls that 
allowed slaves to be chained when the owners desired.   
 
Several documentaries showed various aspects of slavery.  All were very well done.  There was 
more to see and do at the Center than there was time for 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 18     Dayton   by Peggy & John Morrison 
 

We awoke to pouring rain, but, undaunted, we set out 

after breakfast for a quick visit to the small Dayton-
Wright Brothers Airport in Miamisburg, not far from our 

hosts’ home. 

 

This airport/small museum is home to the 1911 Wright 
“B” Flyer – a lookalike of the world’s first mass produced 

airplane.  The original Wright “B” Flyer saw service with 

both the U S Army and civilian enterprises.  The 
model in this museum has been in parades, flown 

in air shows, been in Europe, and even flown at 

the Rose Bowl.  Volunteers are in the process of 
building a new half-scale model that will be easier 

to take apart for out-of-area adventures. 

 

On to Wright Patterson Air Force Base, home of 
the National Museum of the U S Air Force where 

we met the rest of the group of Denver 

ambassadors and Dayton hosts.  The gigantic 
museum has four large hangers, and is the largest military aviation museum in the 

world.  The Patterson air base is named for Lt. 

Frank Stuart Patterson, a test pilot who was 
killed in 1918.  He was piloting a flight test of a 

new mechanism for synchronizing twin machine 

guns and the propellers, allowing the guns to 

fire between the blades of the propeller.  During 
a steep dive on the third trial, a tie rod securing 

the wings broke and the plane’s wings collapsed.  

Frank Patterson was the son of one of the men 
who founded the National Cash Register 

company. 
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Our tour guide for the museum was Dick Graf, a 

member of the Friendship Force of Dayton’s club.  We 

wandered through exhibits for the Early Years of 

Aviation, the World Wars, Korean War, Cold War, and 
Space Vehicles, ending in the gallery with Presidential 

airplanes.  FDR was the first airborne president in 1943.  

His plane had an elevator so he could access the plane in 
his wheelchair! Eisenhower’s Lockheed Constellation, 

(named Columbine II after the flower of his wife Mamie’s 

home state – Colorado) was the first to have the 
designation of “Air Force One.”   JFK’s Boeing 707 was 

modified (4 seats were taken out) in 1963 in Dallas so 

his casket would not have to be put into the cargo hold.   

The middle of the plane is where LBJ took the presidential oath of office.  
That same plane served our presidents up through Clinton.  
 

We saw planes with nicknames like “Gooney Bird,” “Bockscar,” “Fat Albert,” and 
“Strawberry Bitch.”  Several in our group were not aware of the letter designations 

used for airplanes – the ABCs: e.g., A=Attack; B=Bomber; C=Cargo.  And 

F=Fighter, O=Observation, P=Pursuit (until 
1962), now P=Patrol, T=Trainer, 

X=Experimental Design, etc. 

 

One could easily spend a week in this 
museum, but we experienced just a small 

taste of the available information looking at 

the specific exhibits Dick led us to.  
 

After this museum, our host Roy took us 

nearby to Huffman Prairie Flying Field, “the 
world’s first airport.”  The Wright brothers 

made hundreds of test flights on this prairie land. At 

the interpretive center there, we viewed the film “On 

Great White Wings.”  A very aviation day! 
 

The small group dinner we attended that evening was 

hosted by the tour guide, Dick Graf and his wife Vicky.  
We chatted on their patio, enjoying 5 different 

appetizers, beer (the fridge on the patio had a beer 

tap in the door), and wine.  A delicious dinner 

followed.  During the course of conversation, 
especially relating to Friendship Force journeys and 

friends made, we discovered that Dick and Vicky had 

stayed last year in Crivitz, Germany, with the same 
couple John and I stayed with in 2011.  It truly is 

wonderful to have friends around the world. 

X- 13 
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Friday,  May 19          Exploring Springfield, OHIO                                                by Anita Smith 

Most of us began the day by driving from our homes to a new 

city in Ohio, Springfield. My host, Susan Brenner grew up here, 

living outside of town on a farm, so she was coming home.  We 

met at the Heritage Center of Clark County, a large brick 

building built in 1890, in a Romanesque design, to house the 

city offices and a large farmers’ market.  The building originally 

housed City Hall, Mayor’s Office, City Council, Courthouse, 

even the Opera House.  Today it’s listed on the National 

Register of Historic Sites and houses a museum established in 

2001 to share generations of stories on building America’s 

Heartland in Ohio and the National Road crossing our country.    

 

 

Our docent Ski Schanher, walked us around the building & shared 

historical stories as we saw America’s movement westward, 

crossing Ohio;  

• From 1860-1929 this area was the largest manufacturer of 

farm equipment west of the Mississippi, ushering in the 

industrial revolution. We saw old tractors, a horse drawn 

reaper, 

• America’s First National Road crossed this area, today Highway 40, starting in Baltimore 

in 1808 and reaching the Ohio banks in 1818 

• By the mid 1930s President Monroe requested funding to continue the road……. 

Springfield became a boomtown when the road continued being built east to west 

through this area 

• German & Irish immigrants helped to build the macadam style road (crushed 

stone layered & tightly compacted) for 90 Cents a day & a drink of whiskey 

• Conestoga wagons brought settlers westward, they stopped for bed & food in taverns 

• We saw one of the first water wheels used in milling grains for food, this ushered us into 

the era to grind wood into pulp for papermaking, hammering wrought iron, ore crushing 

and pounding fiber for use in the manufacture of cloth. 

• Agra equipment manufacturing established the area in agriculture importance; including 

establishing greenhouses & developing the idea of bulb planting 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crushed_stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crushed_stone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papermaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wrought_iron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloth
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• Springfield Coffin & Casket Co, saw an early hearst  

• Viewed a 1920s built Westcott car, quite stylish, & an 

example of competition in auto building 

• In 1968-69 the interstate was built nearby, endorsing the 

location as “on the road westward”  

• Springfield elected the state’s first black mayor in 1966 

After eating a BBQ lunch at the museum we headed to Frank Lloyd 

Wright’s designed Westcott House built in 1908.  We toured the main house, then 

walked through the grounds which contained a garage pergola and garden. The refurbishing of 

the main house began in 2001 with more than 400 volunteers doing the work.   

The house contains 12 rooms, 5 baths, & about 98% of the original glass can be viewed.  

Japanese influence was very evident throughout; we noted the horizontal lines in the prairie 

style home, lattice style fencing on the outside, & light fixtures appeared very Asian.   

A full day of activity for us; the evening was our opportunity to take our home hosts to dinner.  
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Friday, May 20 LAST DAY- Exploring Dayton          by Lynn & Carl Dawson 

We went to the Dayton Peace Museum which was fitting for Friendship Force! We also 

enjoyed a docent led tour of the Dayton Art Institute which was impressive. We then 
ended our Journey with a Farewell Dinner at the beautiful lakeside home of one of their 
members joined by the healthcare professionals from Tajikistan. It was a wonderful way 

to end a fun, interesting, educational week! 
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