
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
Please, please, please make sure that your 

picture and bio are on our website.  Anita Smith, 
as our Webmaster, has done a fantastic job of 
updating our website.  Our board is working hard 

to make our website our primary tool for 
information and communication.  If you need 
help with the website, please do contact Anita. 

 
In looking at the first quarter, I especially want 
to thank Carol Coriell for the wonderful job she 

does with this newsletter.  I see newsletters 
from other clubs, and ours is clearly the best!   
 
In Friendship, 

Lynn Dawson 
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Taking Friendship to New Heights 

ABOUT THE CLUB 
Friendship Force Denver meets at 
South Suburban Christian Church 
7275 S. Broadway, Littleton, CO. 
80122 at 7 PM the second Tuesday 

of Sept. – Nov., and Jan – May, and 
also offers numerous social events 
throughout the year.  

Come join us and bring your 
friends! 

 

CLUB OFFICERS 

President . . . . .  . . . . Lynn Dawson  
lynnldawson@comcast.net 
          

President-Elect. . . . . . . . John Giles 
jgiles_911@hotmail.com 
              
Secretary . . . . . . . . .Ilene Americus 

iamericus-denver@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer. . . . . . . . . . . Les Eckstat 
eckstat@gmail.com 
 

Articles of interest from our 
members are welcome, and must be 
submitted to the editor by the 24th 
of the month for inclusion the 
following month. If you know of 
anyone who would like to receive a 
copy of this newsletter, please send 
his or her email address to 
carolcoriell@gmail.com. 

  Carol Coriell, Editor 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 
President’s Letter    Pgs 2 – 3 
Exchange News        Pgs 4– 6  

Social Activities        Pgs 7 – 9 
Bylaws                   Pgs 12 - 20 
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MAY PROGRAM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TUESDAY, MAY 9 
 

FOLLOWING the APOSTLE PAUL’S FOOTSTEPS  
IN ANCIENT GREECE 

 
Bill Klein is currently Professor of New Testament at Denver Seminary, 

in Littleton, where he has taught since 1978. He has a Ph.D. in New 
Testament Exegesis and is the author of several books. He has led 
about a dozen study trips to Turkey, Greece, and Israel. 

 
We will tour some of the major ancient sites in Greece that are 
mentioned in the New Testament, especially those which were visited 
by the Apostle Paul, who authored many of the letters in the New 

Testament. Highlights include: Philippi, Thessaloniki, Corinth, Mycenae, 
and Athens. 
 

Much ancient history occurred in all of these places: Philippi was named 
for Philip of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great--who was born in 
Thessaloniki. Corinth was a major Greek city destroyed by the Romans 

in 146 BC and then rebuilt 100 years later. In the second millennium 
BC, Mycenae was one of the major centers of Greek civilization, a 
military stronghold which dominated much of southern Greece. The 

period of Greek history from about 1600 BC to about 1100 BC is called 
Mycenaean in reference to Mycenae. And then there’s Athens, one of 
the world’s oldest cities and widely recognized as the birthplace of 

western civilization and democracy.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
. 

 

MAY REFRESHMENTS 

LAST NAMES BEGINNING WITH M – R   
Those bringing refreshments please arrive by 6:45 PM   

ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH 

Mycenae 

mailto:lynnldawson@comcast.net
mailto:iamericus-denver@yahoo.com
mailto:carolcoriell@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/friendshipforceofdenver


FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 

Wayne Smith, who started Friendship Force in 1977, wrote: “We 
are not a tourist organization. We are engaged in people-to-
people diplomacy.”  Friendship, rather than peace, is the 

primary concept.  As individuals, we may not be able to create 
peace, but we “certainly know how to make friends.” His belief 
was that if people got to know each other as friends, we would 

discover that the values and experiences we share are more 
important than our differences, and could contribute to world 
peace and harmony. 

 
According to Merriam Webster, the definition of a “friend” is:   

1. One attached to another by affection or esteem. 

She's my best friend.  
2. One that is not hostile. Is he a friend or an enemy?  
3. One that favors or promotes something. 

The friends of the library will host a fund-raiser. 
4. A favored companion. 
 

We think of friends as people who share our 
values, and as people we can trust. Friends 
are people with whom we are comfortable, 

and whose company we enjoy. We think of 
friends as kind, warm, considerate, 
compatible, loyal, accommodating, and 
having integrity. We give friends the benefit 

of the doubt. We don’t have to agree with 
our friends about everything, as we respect 
their right to have different opinions and not 

impose them on us. It is these qualities that 
make being a friend meaningful and that 
give the name “Friendship Force” meaning.  

We are not the World Journey Organization 
or the Adult Exchange Group or the World 
Travelers Association; we are Friendship 

Force!   
 
Each of you knows what is most important 

to you in a friend, and what the words 
friendship and friendly mean.  There is no 
gap in our understanding of the meaning, 

but we need to make sure that there is no 
gap between what we understand and how 
we behave.  

 
On our Journey to Japan, I witnessed some 
incidences where the ambassador(s) were 

not behaving as a friend should behave. 
 
 

 
 

In one case, I heard a first-time ambassador 
who was speaking in an overly demanding 
manner to her Japanese host. Not only was 

it inappropriate, but it especially stood out 
in Japan, which is a very quiet, non-
demanding culture.  
 

In another instance, we went to meet a 
third Friendship Force Club in the 
mountains. They were very proud of their 

town and wanted to give us a tour.  Their 
members had obviously spent a considerable 
amount of time translating what they were 

going to show us onto note cards in English.  
Several members of our group said that they 
did not want a tour and went shopping! Carl 

and I and few others would have preferred 
to look around on our own too, but we felt 
that we should be considerate by going on 

the tour that they had prepared.  Friendship 
Force is “group travel.”  It would be rare if 
all members in a group equally enjoyed all 

the activities that were planned, or wanted 
to go at the same pace; however, we need 
to show respect by following their plan.  

Please treat hosts as you would a friend who 
invited you to an event that they had 
planned. 

 
   continued on page 3 
 
 
 

Lynn and friend in Thailand 
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER   continued from page 2 
 
Many e-mails are exchanged among members to 
make our Club work. Some are better written 

than others. The other day, however, one stood 
out to me as being disrespectful and rude.  I was 
startled, because as members of this 

organization, I truly believe that friendliness 
should start at home, in our own Club.  
 

How can we serve as ambassadors around the 
world, if we cannot show kindness, patience, 

consideration, etc. within our own Club?  Please 
think twice before hitting send on an e-mail if 

you are feeling irritated.  
 
Please be appreciative of the refreshments that 

are provided at our meetings, even if you have 
different tastes.  Please be considerate and polite 
to our speakers who donate their time.  All in all, 

please start by being a good friend within our 
own Club, as you are always an ambassador of 
Friendship Force. Thank you! 

 
In Friendship, Lynn Dawson

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

The services for Dave Davies are pending, because there are many out-of-town people who need time.  
The family would like donations to be made to Green Mountain United Methodist Church, Alzheimer’s 

Assn., or the National Forest Foundation.  Updated information will be posted as it becomes available. 
   
 

Linda Lustig hosted a Friendship Force Denver information 
table at the Highlands Ranch Volunteer Fair on April 
27th, and had many people visit who had not heard of 

our organization. 
 
Hopefully, we can attend more events like this to  

present our great organization to the public. 
If you know of some other venue, contact 
Linda: jimlinda43@outlook.com.  

IMPORTANT! 
 

We will be voting on revised bylaws at the May 9th meeting.  Lynn’s explanation letter and 

the proposed bylaws are at the end of this newsletter.  Please read them carefully, in order 
to be prepared to vote.   

 

FFD 

NEWS
S 
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Many of you probably know Lois Jones, who recently has moved to the 
Sunrise at Flatirons apartment community, near Boulder. She has 
requested that after one of our outgoing International Journeys, 

someone come to her apartment complex and give a slide show of 
pictures, and tell some funny stories to all of the people there. 
New address: Lois Jones,400 Summit Blvd. Apt. 107, Broomfield 

Colorado 80021  (303) 410-3715 
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2017 PROPOSED JOURNEYS  
Dates May Be Subject To Minor Change 

 
May 10 – 21, 2017:   Outbound “Back-to-Back” Domestic Journeys 

May 10 – 14, 2017: Outbound Domestic Journey:   Western Michigan 
May 15 – 21, 2017: Outbound Domestic Journey:   Dayton, Ohio 
[Ambassador Coordinators:  Carl & Lynn Dawson at dawsongroup@comcast.net and 

LynnLDawson@comcast.net; Carl’s Cell: 303-888-4411: Lynn’s Cell: 303-888-5922] 
 

June 21 – 28, 2017: 

 Inbound Journey:   Orlando, Florida 
 [Host Coordinators:  Jeannette Armbrustmacher and Barbara McIntire; 
 jmarmbru@aol.com and wlmcintire@aol.com  
 Jeannette: 303-279-0418 Barbara: 303-795-9768] 

 Home and Day Hosts needed, please contact Jeannette or Barbara 
   
August 24 – 28, 2017:  Friendship Force 40th Anniversary Conference; Manchester, U.K.    

There will be pre- and post-conference homestays and tours in the U.K. and in Europe. 
Sign up now at www.friendshipforceinternational.org 

 

October 1 - 7, 2017:  
 Inbound Journey:   San Francisco, California 
 [Host Coordinators:  Luree and Scott Miller at  

lureemiller@mac.com and rscotty@msn.com; 
 Home: 303-586-4146; Luree’s Cell: 415-215-3770; Scott’s Cell: 415-602-3770]  
 

October 14 – 28, 2017  

Outbound “Back-to-Back” International Journeys to Africa:  
 October 14 – 21, 2017:  Outbound International Journey to Kampala, Uganda 
 October 21 – 28, 2017:  Outbound International Journey to Nairobi, Kenya 

October 28 - November 2, 2017: Optional safari to Kenyan animal reserves and 
 national parks. 
[Ambassador Coordinators: Jack Green and Ilene Americus jack.green@comcast.net  

and  iamericus-denver@yahoo.com  Jack: 303-782-0140 Ilene: 303-941-2280] 
 

 2018 
 

June 2018: We are planning an outbound Journey to Lübeck, Germany,  
followed by a week in Limburg, Germany. Ambassador Coordinator applications  

should be sent to John Giles by May 7. jgiles_911@gmail.com  
 

Fall 2018: Inbound International Journey from Vancouver, Canada 
 

                                                         2020 
 

Spring or Fall, 2020: Outbound Journey to Oregon's Mid-Willamette Valley FF Club. 

 
Visit www.friendshipforce.org/Journeys to see the complete range of Journeys offered by 

clubs throughout the world.  
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Party Time with Orlando FF! 

Our next Inbound 
domestic Journey 
will be with 
Orlando, Florida, 
from June 21 until 
June 28th. The 
Denver club visited 
this club in January 
2015. We had a 
great time seeing 
their native wildlife, 
such as alligators 
and manatees.  
They are a fun 
group! 

John Giles 

HELP! We need 
your 
participation in 
day hosting. 

Contact 

Jeannette or 

Barbara if 

you can day 

host, or have 

questions. 

Thanks! 

  

This week-long celebration and exchange begins on June 21st.  Most of the 
week’s activities are open to the entire FFD membership. If you have not yet 

made plans, don’t worry. Fill in the application below, and mail today! 
 
Wednesday, June 21 – “Arrival” 20 Ambassadors arrive and are picked-up by 

Denver Home Hosts. Afternoon is open. 
Thursday, June 22 – Morning at the Capitol, downtown Denver and the Denver 
Art Museum then… 

Thursday Night - 6:00 “Welcome Party” at 1650 Fillmore Street, Denver, Tower 
2 Lobby. This is across the street from City Park.  
Friday, June 23 – “Molly Brown” Start at 10:00 AM, then off to the Bison 

Ranch. Afternoon is available for hiking, or a visit to Buffalo Bill’s Grave site 
Saturday, June 24 – “Behind the Scenes Tour” and Small Group dinner night. 
More information next month. 

Sunday, June 25 – “Free Day” Drive to the mountains, Estes Park-Scandinavian 
Festival, or your ambassador’s choice  
Monday, June 26 – “Red Rocks” 9:30 am tour, then to Georgetown for the 

Narrow Gauge Railroad and Hotel de Paris.  
Tuesday, June 27 – “Denver Mint” or Botanic Gardens. Other activities will be 
announced. 

4:00 Goodbye party for Orlando and Happy Birthday to us! 
Come celebrate the 35th Birthday of Friendship Force of Denver at the 
Tanners’. Catered BBQ, details on page 9. 
Wednesday, June 28 – “On the Road Again”. Departure of our new (and old) 

friends from Orlando 
 

More detailed information will be given to home hosts.  

Host Coordinators: Jeannette Armbrustmacher: jmarmbru@aol.com 303-279-
0418  Barbara McIntire: wlmcintire@aol.com 303-795-9768  
  
 
To reserve space at an event, please fill out the form below. Mail to Jeannette 
Armbrustmacher, 33 S. Holman Way, Golden 80401, or bring to the May meeting, 
along with a check made out to Friendship Force Denver. 
 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

Date Event Fee How many? Total  

June 22 Colorado History Museum $8.00   

June 22, PM  Welcome Party none   

June 23 Molly Brown House  $8.00   

June 24 “Behind the Scenes” $12.00   

June 26 Red Rocks Tour $3.00   

June 26 Georgetown Railroad $31.00   

June 26 Hotel de Paris $5.00   
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INBOUND JOURNEY, SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA 

Oct 1 – 7 , 2017 
 

OCTOBER WILL BE HERE SOONER THAN YOU THINK! 
AND SO WILL OUR INBOUND JOURNEY FROM  

THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA! 
 

 
 

Serious planning for this special time (scheduled October 1-7) will begin later in May.  We have some 

great volunteers already lined up, but the more help we have, the more fun for everyone.  The itinerary, 
budget, and home hosting needs are pretty much completed.  But if you can host a small group dinner, 
provide one or more days of day hosting, and/or come up with ideas to wow our guests at either the 

Welcome or Farewell parties, let us know. Meeting dates and locations for the Planning Committee (that 
includes you!) will soon be announced, as will the itinerary for this domestic inbound Journey.  
Host Coordinators: Luree and Scott Miller lureemiller@mac.com  rscotty@msn.com  

Home: 303-586-4146  Luree cell: 415-215-3770 Scott cell: 415-602-3770 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OUTBOUND JOURNEY TO KAMPALA, UGANDA AND NAIROBI, KENYA 
OCT 14 – 28 
 

 
 

Ambassador Coordinators Ilene Americus and Jack Green are happy to report the October Journeys to 

Kampala, Uganda and Nairobi, Kenya now have 22 registered Ambassadors, with most opting for the 6 
day extension Kenyan safari. Fifteen Friendship Force Denver members will be joined by Friendship Force 
people from Northern Colorado, Salt Lake City, Ashland, Oregon and Perth, Australia (good friends of 

some of our Perth friends who visited Denver a few years ago – a small Friendship Force world).  
Although the trip is presently full, a waiting list is being maintained.  
 

Recent viewings of the old movie "Out of Africa," and the very current movie "A United Kingdom," have 
helped our knowledge of the countries and continent, and stoked the growing excitement for this 
intriguing Journey. There is a lot more to do with travel coordination, immunizations, visas, cultural 

orientation meetings, and all the details that go into a successful Journey, but all of us are looking 
forward to the fun of planning and preparing. 

Jack Green: 303-782-0140 jack.green@comcast.net   

Ilene Americus: 303-941-2280 iamericus-denver@yahoo.com  

 
To see some great Kenyan elephant orphanage pictures, Google “images for Kenya elephant orphanage” 

The link is too long to post here.  
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE BULLETIN 

 
Check this site in each month’s newsletter for current planned 

activities that all members are welcome to participate in – as long 
as space is available and you have RSVP’d.  Here are the current 
happenings: 

 
 
 

MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH – Tuesday, May 30th at 11:30 a.m. 
Axum Restaurant, details page 8 
 

JUNE SOCIAL – Tuesday, June 27th.  A catered BBQ picnic to end all picnics, combining our club’s 35th 
birthday with a Farewell Party for our Orlando ambassador guests.  Details page 9.  
 

FURTHER NOTE – There may (or may not) be another summer social in July or August, as well as one 
or two summer MLB outings, so please check the club website (www.friendshipforcedenver.org) for 
announcements on possible summer club-sponsored activities.  Otherwise, enjoy the summer and the 
Social Committee will be back in swing in the fall planning some new fun (and maybe wild) outings. 

 

THE SHOW BEHIND THE SHOW 
 
April 10th found a herd of Friendship Force Denver members learning the theatrical ropes (pardon the 
pun) behind-the-stage at the Denver Performing Arts Center.  We learned the history of why some ramps 

on and off the stage for actor entrance and exit are called “Vom” ramps.  And we learned about the ghost 
light that is always lit on every stage, even when the theater is dark and empty.  We even watched part 
of the Stage Theater being prepped for the upcoming “The Secret Garden” musical.   

 
Then we explored the costume shop, design studio, and the backstage corridor full of hand-painted 
posters of theatrical productions performed at DPCA through the years, and autographed by the 

performers and crews of those productions.  And we saw and heard so much more!  Lunch afterward at 
Rialto Café on the 16th Street Mall was the finishing touch (and for Jim Robinson and Linda Lustig, also a 
Martini Monday splurge!).  If you weren’t there, you should have been.  Then you would also know about 

the Vom and ghost light terms.  But if you’re curious, ask one of those who was there! 
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JOIN THE MLB AFRICAN ADVENTURE! 
 

In October, our club is off to Kenya and Uganda for a unique and memorable Journey/exchange into the 
manifold richness of African cultures.  But here, much closer to home, there is a chance for you to sample 
traditional North African cuisine well before that October Journey begins.  So please join the Munch Lunch 

Bunch gathering… 
 
Date and time:   Tuesday, May 30th, at 11:30 a.m.  
 

Location:    Axum 
     5501 E. Colfax, Denver (between Holly & Hudson) 
 

Additional information:  + www.axum-restaurant.com (for menu) 
     + can accommodate up to 16 diners 
     + easy parking 

+ a chance to chat informally over lunch with Jack and Ilene, 
Ambassador Coordinators for the October Journey 

 

Contact information:  Luree Miller – lureemiller@mac.com 

     303-586-4146 or 415-215-3770 
 

Deadline to reserve space: Tuesday, May 23rd  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We have had many presidents in our 35-year history.  Most of 
these presidents have served for one year.  Some presidents  

have served more than one year.  Jane Watson, who was president 
in 1993, served a fifteen-month term because the club changed its  
term of office from October through September, to January through  

December. Dave Bentzin has served three terms as president: 
in 1983, 1984 and 2009.  Cecil Roberts has served two terms     
as president: in 1999 and 2010, and Anita Smith served two  

terms as president: in 2013 and 2015. 
     
Presidents who are still members of our club include Lois Jones from 1990, Jane Watson from 1993, Cecil 

Roberts from 1999 and 2010, Jim Robinson from 2003, Jim Watson from 2006, Sandy Villarreal from 2007 
and Dave Bentzin from 1983, 1984 and 2009.  Our presidents from the 2010s’ decade are all still members 
of our club (Cecil Roberts, 2010; Rosalie Summers, 2011; Mike Tanner, 2012; Anita Smith, 2013 and 2015; 

Nancy Lawton, 2014; Carl Dawson, 2016; Lynn Dawson, 2017). 
    
A big shout out to all our presidents who have guided the club during our 35 years of existence.   
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by  Sandy Villarreal 

http://www.axum-restaurant.com/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

WOW!  Our club is 35 years old now!  
 
Let’s combine that celebration with a Farewell Party for our Orlando Ambassador friends 

during our annual summer picnic.  Bennett’s Barbecue will provide all the barbecue fixings 
(and do the set-up and clean-up of their areas, as well).  We will also have a birthday cake 
acknowledging 35 years of club friendship and most of the beverages (if you want wine or 

beer, it’s BYOB, though).  Here are quick details: 

 
When:  Tuesday, June 27th, beginning at 4 pm 
Where: Mike and Cindy Tanner’s home, 4 Niblick Lane in Littleton, 80123 
Cost:  $15 per person – checks made out to “Friendship Force Denver” – mail to: 
  Les Eckstat, 6424 Silver Mesa Dr. #A, Highlands Ranch CO 80130  
RSVP: Luree Miller – lureemiller@mac.com or 415-215-3770 (cell) 
Questions? Ask Luree (see above) or Nancy Crocker (evenings only) – 

 snjcrocker@aol.com or 303-868-6819 (cell) 
Deadline: Saturday, June 17th  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER CAROL MARK carolmzg2@gmail.com  

 
 

 I was born and raised in Houston, Texas.  After college I had the 
opportunity to live in Maryland, and then Hawaii, before returning 

back to Texas.  In 1987, I ran away from home and headed 
straight to the Rocky Mts. in Colorado.  Sometime in 2004 I moved 
to Denver.  I have a daughter with her family living in Denver and 

a son with his family living back in Houston.  Both my kids have 2 
girls each, so I have 4 granddaughters. 
  

One of my jobs has been selling and managing real estate 
properties.  Presently I work at a Curves, and am a volunteer for 
The Denver Hospice.  Besides traveling extensively in the US, I've 

also traveled in Mexico, Asia, the Caribbean, Canada, and a few 
trips to Europe.  I love to travel, and also enjoy people, so I feel 
FFD is a great fit for me. 
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APRIL PROGRAM RE-CAP        by Debby Murdoch 
 

THE COUNTRY OF TURKEY – A HISTORICAL AND MODERN PORTRAIT 
 
FFD’s Program Committee brought us a speaker 

at our April General Meeting who delivered a 
presentation rich in the history of Turkey and its 
beautiful historical sites. The presentation 

contained another relevant component, central 
to Friendship Force in general, about one of our 
operational tenets: people-to-people diplomacy 

through local and international dialogue. 
 
Our speaker, Mr. Ismail Akbulut, President of the 

Multicultural Mosaic Foundation, is a Denver 
corporate 
computer 

professional. He 
holds 
memberships in 

Colorado- and 
New York-based 
organizations 

that promote 
intercultural and 
interfaith 

diversity through 
discussions, education, dialogue and community 
service.  His own education includes credentials 

in Mathematics, Economics, Business, Computer 
Science and Liberal Studies/Global Affairs. He is 
of Turkish heritage. 
 

Mr. Akbulut structured his presentation into 
several parts.  He spoke about Turkey’s 
geography and natural wonders, the presence of 

historical civilizations and their influence over  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

thousands of years while ruling and developing 

Turkey’s culture. He presented a slide show with 
the details of classical and modern components 
of Turkish culture as well; food, dress, music, 

dance, and theatre, as well as ancient and 
modern education and economics were 
wonderfully included in the presentation.  He 

also reviewed present-day commentary about 
Turkey’s current political issues and his views on 
the subject.   

 
One of the things this writer noted during Mr. 
Akbulut’s talk were his attempts to deliver the 

many sides of Turkish political issues without 
prejudice – a communication tool that seemed 
relevant and valuable to our collective 

ambassadorship in Friendship Force.  He seemed 
to try to choose vocabulary and identifying 
terminology of people, places and things that 

excluded stereotypes and included objective 
information instead. His style of speech seemed 
to be a validation of the way that we in 

Friendship Force try to communicate as well.  
This attribute will, hopefully, continue within our 
membership in this organization and in our own 

lives as well. 
 
Thank you for reading.  Some of this review is 
the author’s opinion; opposing viewpoints, 

clarifications, comments and suggestions are 
always welcome.
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2017 
 

*Board meetings will be held at the Perrin 
Room of the Englewood Library, 1000 

Englewood Parkway, Englewood 80110 
 
BOARD MEETING                                    MAY 2 

Tuesday, 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM * 
 
MAY PROGRAM                                       MAY 9 

Tuesday, 7:00 – 9:00 PM  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
OUTBOUND DOMESTIC JOURNEY  
        MAY 10-21 

Western Michigan (Kalamazoo) and 
Dayton, Ohio  
 

MUNCH LUNCH BUNCH              MAY 30 
Tuesday, 11:30 AM  
Axum Restaurant, details page 8 

 
BOARD MEETING                                  JUNE 6 
Tuesday, 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM * 

 
INBOUND DOMESTIC JOURNEY-JUNE 21- 28  
Orlando, Florida, details page 5 

 
JUNE SOCIAL/ANNUAL PICNIC         JUNE 27 
Tuesday, time 4 pm 

At Cindy and Mike Tanner’s home 
Catered BBQ picnic, farewell party for 
Orlando guests. Details page 9 

 
40TH ANNIVERSARY INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE 

Manchester, UK      AUG 24 – 28 
 
 

                                  
 
 

 
 
  

  continued from previous column 
 

INBOUND DOMESTIC JOURNEY         OCT 1 – 7  
San Francisco Bay Area, details page 6  
 

OUTBOUND JOURNEY                      OCT 14 - 28 

Kampala, Uganda and Nairobi, Kenya 
Details page 7 
 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

DIRECTORY CORRECTION:  

Jim Stone’s phone number is 720-401-7627 
Please check your own listing for accuracy.  
Report any changes to Peggy Morrison, 

pamasm@aol.com  
 

FFI WEBSITE/DATABASE UPDATES 
                by Sue Palmer, Regional Representative 

 
FFI database is still on track, using Salesforce, 
a large company dealing with Customer 

Relations Systems.   
 
In May, Phase II testing and learning to 

navigate the “Member Sign-up” features, and 
the current site will be conducted with RSM’s, 
Field Reps and Clubs. Website speed has been 

enhanced and improved. Payment screens are 
operating. FFI has been receiving over 100 e-
mails daily regarding Journeys or inquiries; 
Headquarters handles the initial contact and 

inquiries are sent to the appropriate region or 
club. 
 

The Journey evaluation form is no longer on the 
FFI website, but will be added to the new 
website later.  

 

 

 

Check out our Page; 
 it is such fun to see posts from all over the 

world.  Click on “Like”, and you will get the 
posts on your Newsfeed.  From there, you can 
“Share” to your timeline friends, and let them 

all know what a great club you belong to!  
www.facebook.com/friendshipforceofdenver  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

MAY REFRESHMENTS 
LAST NAMES BEGINNING  

WITH M - R  
PLEASE ARRIVE BY 6:45 PM 

 
SET UP HELP NEEDED IN MAY 

CALL DONNA ROBINSON  

303-421-4408 
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May 1, 2017 

 
Dear Members of Friendship Force Denver: 
  

The last time that the Friendship Force Denver Bylaws were revised was in November of 2013.  This year 
we had a Bylaws Committee that worked with the Board to make several updates, including changing all 
of the old terms (e.g., exchange and exchange director) to the new terms (e.g., Journey, Ambassador 

Coordinator and Host Coordinator).  In the process of this review; however, the Board thought that they 
would recommend some additional changes to make it easier to fill the officer positions, which have been 
somewhat hard to fill over the past few years.  These changes reflect the most significant changes in the 

Bylaws, so I wanted to make sure that I drew your attention to them.  
 
The first significant change is changing from a President-Elect to a Vice-President.  The rationale for doing 

this is that because the President-Elect becomes the President and then the Past President, one is making 
a three-year commitment to serve on the Board.  This means that, at a minimum, you need to attend 
every board meeting and membership meeting for three years, which makes it impossible to travel for 
more than two weeks at a time except for the months of July and August (and that is if we are not 

hosting an inbound journey in those months). There was also the thought that if the person in the 
President-Elect role (who is also the person who is responsible for the overall coordination of Journeys 
and the orientation of Host and Ambassador Coordinators) does a great job in that role and may not want 

to become President, they could stay in that position. 
  
The second major change is allowing all of the officers (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and 

Treasurer) to serve up to three consecutive terms. Since the President-Elect would become the Vice 
President and may not ascend to the role of President, we added a requirement that any candidate for 
President should have prior experience as an officer or board member of a Friendship Force Club, which 

could mean Denver’s Club or any other Friendship Force Club in the world. There was also the addition of 
one more Director on the board to serve a one-year term.  This would give the board 9 voting members.  
The Past President would still be an ex-officio member of the board, but would not have a vote, which 

means, again, that a President is really making a one-year commitment instead of the current three-year 
commitment.  The President, like the other officers, could be re-elected for another term in this revision, 
which the current Bylaws do not allow. 

  
The Board also added some general duties of each committee so that there will be some consistency from 
year to year. 

  
Please do review this revision, since as a Board, we follow our Bylaws.  I would like to thank Carl Dawson, 
who chaired this committee, along with Bylaw Committee Members Carol Coriell, Peggy Morrison, and Jim 

Robinson for the time and effort they put forth to complete this revision.  The Friendship Force of Denver 
Board of Directors unanimously approved this revision.  If you have questions about the revisions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or Carl or any of the Board Members. 

  
Since the Board values the Bylaws, we have followed them by sending this revision to you by email on 
April 19, 2017, for your review at least fourteen days prior to the meeting in which a vote will be taken, 

which will be the May 9, 2017, meeting.  We need to have them approved so our Nominating Committee 
will be able to nominate a slate of officers and board members for your consideration.  
  
Thank you, 

 
        Lynn Dawson 
        President 
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